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ONLINE INDIAN & FOREIGN LANGUAGE LEARNING COURSE
for Members of Parliament, Members of State/UT Legislatures, Officials and Family Members

Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha, Shri Om Birla, inaugurating the Online
Indian and foreign language learning course.

June, 2021 | New Delhi
On 22nd June, Hon'ble Speaker Shri Om Birla
inaugurated and initiated a unique, first of its kind,
capacity building programme on 'Indian & Foreign
Language Course' for the Members of Parliament
and other stakeholders. Shri Birla has always
emphasized the need of promoting parliamentary
diplomacy both at the domestic as well as
international level. Following the lines, the
institution has now started with the PRIDE
Languages Programme, which is a 30 hours’ online
beginner-level learning course in 22 Indian
languages mentioned in the Eighth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution and 6 foreign languages which
are French, Spanish, German, Russian, Portuguese
and Japanese since these foreign languages are
prominently used in several international
organizations across the globe.

The language courses were primarily intended for the
Hon’ble Members of Parliament from both Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha but the target audience also involved legislators
from all the States and UTs as well as staff from the
Secretariat. The languages program commenced on 22
June 2021 and will be accessible until 15 October 2021 on
the official website. The entire course will be covered in a
span of three months with two classes of 75 minutes
conducted per week. The faculty has been invited from
several eminent educational institutions including the
Department of Modern Indian Languages and Literary
Studies, University of Delhi. With regard to foreign
languages, faculty has been invited from Delhi University,
Jawaharlal Nehru University as well as Jamia Millia Islamia
Central University in Delhi. It is a unique program that has
received an exceptional response from all key stakeholders.

Shri Utpal Kumar Singh, Secretary General, Lok Sabha, addressing the
participants attending the inaugural programme of Indian & Foreign Language
Course. Also seen in the pictures are H.E. Mr Nikolay Rishatovich Kudashev,
Ambassador of Russia; y H.E. Mr. Carlos Pereira Marques, Ambassador of
Portugal; H.E. Mr. Walter J. Lindner, Ambassador of Germany; H.E. Mr
Emmanuel Lenain, Ambassador of France; Mr. Toshihide Ando, Minister and
Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan; and Ms. Montserrat Moman
Pampillo, Charge d’Affaires, Embassy of Spain.

PRIDE NEWSLETTER
SECOND EDITION
PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH & TRAINING INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRACIES
LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT | PARLIAMENT OF INDIA

02

TWO YEARS OF SEVENTEENTH LOK SABHA

and the role of Parliamentary Research & Training Institute for Democracies (PRIDE) in realising the
efforts under the capable leadership of Hon’ble Speaker, Shri Om Birla.
The 17th Lok Sabha which constituted on 25 May 2019
under the sagacious guidance of Hon'ble Speaker, has
been one of the most productive in recent times.
Hallmark of the 17th Loksabha unarguably has been the
tireless effort put in by Hon’ble Speaker in building
consensus among political parties and members to work
overtime.
The 1st session of the 17th Lok Sabha witnessed a record
of 33 bills being introduced and 35 bills passed, which
was the highest for any first session of any Lok Sabha. A
total of 107 bills were passed during the first five sessions
in 114 sittings of the 17th Lok Sabha and proceedings of
the House continued for about 712.93 hours which is
more than previous Lok Sabha’s. As a result, the average
performance during the first 5 sessions of the 17th Lok
Sabha has been 122.2%, which is the highest in recent
years. It was only due to the active participation of the
Hon’ble Members that high performance could be
ensured in the house. Also during the unprecedented
COVID-19 pandemic times, the House sat late at night
following necessary protocol and completed record
Legislative Businesses. Despite the pandemic, the
productivity of the House was 167% in the fourth
session of the 17th Lok Sabha, which is historic.

Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla addressing Members of Meghalaya
Legislative Assembly during his visit to Meghalaya for a first of its kind
Parliamentary Outreach Program, organised by Parliamentary Research &
Training Institute for Democracies (PRIDE), Lok Sabha Secretariat.

Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi alongside Hon'ble Members
of Parliament greets Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Om Birla after he is elected as
the Speaker of the 17th Lok Sabha.

An enabling environment created in the 17th Lok
Sabha by the Hon’ble Speaker for the participation of
members in the conduct of the legislative business of
the house was very evident from the number of
members who spoke on bills & the total time devoted
to the discussions. It has been ensured that a maximum
number of questions by members are accommodated
during Question Hour for oral and written answers.
Recognizing the importance of Zero hours, steps have
been taken to afford opportunities to the maximum
number of MPs to raise matters in the House even if it
meant to extend the sitting time of the Lok Sabha. The
first 5 sessions of the 17th Lok Sabha witnessed 3389
Matters of Urgent Public Importance averaging about
30 matters per day. Also, the matters related to Rule
377 can now be raised on all five working days i.e.
from Monday to Friday, initially, it was for four days a
week. Hon'ble Speaker is a firm believer in the
efficiency of digital technology therefore several steps
including Strengthening e - Transmission of
Parliamentary Papers, E- Budget, Video Clippings of
Members Participation, Responsive Member's Portal,
Online Bills Tracking System (BTS), Mobile App for
attendance, and others were taken during the two
years to improve efficiency, transparency, prudence in
public expenditure, accountability & expansion of
digital footprint in the functioning of the Secretariat.
Continue reading on page 11
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APPRECIATION COURSE IN PARLIAMENTARY PROCESSES &
PROCEDURES
for Officer Trainees of the 72nd batch of Indian Police Service (IPS)

April, 2021 | New Delhi
Appreciation Course in Parliamentary Processes & Procedures was organised on 15 April 2021 for Officer Trainees
of the 72nd batch of IPS officers. Dr. Satya Pal Singh, Hon’ble Member of Parliament delivered the inaugural
address to the batch of IPS probationers on ‘Legislative measures to bring in police reforms in the Country’. The
programme was organised over the course of two days and topics of relevance such as 'Political Interference in
Government' and 'Parliamentary Committees' and ‘Parliamentary Privileges’ were discussed. Participants were
given a tour of the Parliament House along with Parliament Museum and the Parliament Library.

Dr. Satya Pal Singh, Hon'ble Chairperson, Joint Committee on Office of Profit, is seen with the Probationers of the 72nd batch of Indian Police Service (IPS)

THIRTEENTH ONLINE
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

of the Association of Parliamentary Librarians of
Asia and the Pacific (APLAP), Philippines
April, 2021 | New Delhi
Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia and the
Pacific (APLAP) hosted the 13th APLAP Conference
in an online mode for the benefit of parliamentary
libraries and research services around the world on the
theme ‘Enhancing the Responsiveness and Relevance
of Parliamentary Library and Research Services
During Times of Crisis’. As India is a member of
APLAP, the Lok Sabha Secretariat nominated two
officers from Library and Research Services, who
participated in the 13th APLAP Conference hosted by
the Congress of Philippines from 15 to 17 June, 2021.

Officers of Lok Sabha Secretariat attending the 13th Online Biennial Conference of
the Association of Parliamentary Librarians of Asia and the Pacific(APLAP),
Philippines on 15 June 2021.

PRIDE NEWSLETTER
SECOND EDITION
PARLIAMENTARY RESEARCH & TRAINING INSTITUTE FOR DEMOCRACIES
LOK SABHA SECRETARIAT | PARLIAMENT OF INDIA

APPRECIATION COURSE IN
PARLIAMENTARY PROCESSES &
PROCEDURES

04

A PANEL DISCUSSION

on the occasion of world day against Child
Labour

for Officer Trainees of 73rd Batch of Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) from National Academy of Direct Taxes
(NADT), Nagpur

April, 2021 | New Delhi
A three-day Appreciation Course in Parliamentary Processes
and Procedures was organized for the Officer Trainees of
the 73rd batch of the Indian Revenue Service which
commenced on 19 April 2021 and concluded on 22 April
2021. With the pandemic at its peak throughout the
country, the participants for the event were connected
online. The program was inaugurated by Dr. Satya Pal
Singh, Hon’ble Chairperson Joint Committee on Offices of
Profit following which, Shri Harivansh, Hon’ble Deputy
Chairman, Rajya Sabha addressed the participants with his
kind and insightful words. The first day witnessed
distinguished speakers like Hon’ble Members of Parliament
Smt. Sunita Duggal and Smt. Ranee Narah delivered lectures
on ‘Changing Role of the Civil Servants in the Indian
Democracy' and ‘Parliamentary Questions’ respectively.

Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister of State, Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
and Ministry of Heavy Industries & Public Enterprises, addressing the participants.

The second day featured prominent speakers like Shri Arjun
Ram Meghwal, Hon’ble Minister of State for Parliamentary
Affairs; Ministry & Heavy Industries and Public Enterprises,
Shri Ramdas Athawale, Hon’ble Minister of State for Social
Justice and Empowerment, and Hon’ble Members of
Parliament Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur and Dr. Nishikant
Dubey. The second day also saw interesting topics of
discussion including the importance of Parliamentary
Committees, Budget session, among others. The
participants, on the last day, engaged in an hour-long
interactive session with Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Shri
Ravi Kishan Shukla which garnered a lot of appreciation.

Hon'ble Member of Parliament Shri Naresh Bansal addressing the audience.

June, 2021 | New Delhi
The International Labour Organization launched
World Day against Child Labour in 2002 to raise
awareness and activism to prevent child labour.
The year 2021 is a symbolic year for the global
efforts on countering child labour since the United
Nations General Assembly has declared 2021 as the
International Year for Elimination of Child
Labour. A panel discussion on two major themes
relating to child labour was organized to observe
the ‘World Day against Child Labour’. The first
panel discussed the topic ‘Child Labour: An
enigma for the society’. Shri Pallab Lochan Das,
Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Dr. Laxmidhar
Mishra, IAS (Retd.) and Former Union Labour
Secretary, Government of India, Shri. G Ashok
Kumar, IAS and Additional Secretary & Mission
Director, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Ms. Dagmar
Walter,
Director,
International
Labour
Organization, India Office and Assistant SubInspector, Delhi Police, Ms. Seema Dhaka were
among the eminent speakers in the morning
session. The second panel discussed ‘Child Labour:
Challenges and Opportunities to overcome the
problem’. The panelists included Shri Elamaram
Kareem, Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Shri
Naresh Bansal, Hon’ble Member of Parliament,
Shri R Venkat Reddy, National Convenor, MV
Foundation, Secunderabad, and others. The
initiative was appreciated by the participants.
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A PANEL DISCUSSION ON INTERNATIONAL DAY OF SPORTS
for Development and Peace

April, 2021 | New Delhi
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
proclaimed April 6 as a special day for peace and sport in
reference to the Declaration of the 2030 Agenda for
‘Sustainable Development.’ The International Day of
Sport for Development and Peace (IDSDP) is celebrated
every year to mark the power of sport to bring about
social change, development and foster an environment of
global peace. To celebrate and to create awareness
regarding the same, a one-day panel discussion was
organized on 6 April 2021. Distinguished personalities in
the field of sports along with senior officials in the
government were invited to the program. The panel
discussion highlighted three major themes. The first
session was on the theme of ‘Role of Sports in Social
Integration, Peace building, and Socio-economic
progress.’ by veteran Sportsperson Smt. Sania Mirza
(Tennis), Shri Abhishek Verma (Shooting) & Shri
Soumyajit Singh (Table Tennis). Panelists shared their
experiences and insightful thoughts on the subject. The
second session saw a mindful lecture on the topic ‘Health
Promotion & Disease Prevention.’ The panelists included
Shri Sandeep Singh, Former Hockey Player and Hon'ble
Minister of Sports, Government of Haryana, Dr. Sunita
Godara, Former Indian Marathon Runner, Shri Vipin
Chaudhary, Mountaineer, and Shri Sharath Kamal
Achanta, Table Tennis player.

Smt. Sania Mirza, Indian Lawn Tennis Player addressing the audience.

The last panel discussion was on the topic ‘Promotion
of Gender Equality through Sports’. Smt. Babita
Phogat, Indian Wrestler, Ms. Bhakti Sharma, Open
water swimmer, Ms. Joshna Chinappa, Professional
Squash Player, Smt. Arunima Sinha, Mountain
Climber & Shri Mir Ranjan Negi, former Hockey
player discussed their views and opinions on the
subject. The program was a new initiative towards
sensitising on the various virtues of sports and its
contribution to social development and individual
growth and was well received by the audience.

APPRECIATION COURSE IN PARLIAMENTARY PROCESSES &
PROCEDURES
for Officer Trainees of the Indian Economic Service

Shri Jairam Ramesh, Member of Parliament, interacting
with the participants during the Appreciation Course.

May, 2021 | New Delhi
A three day Appreciation Course on Parliamentary Processes and
Procedures for Officer Trainees for Indian Economic Service was
organised from 25 to 28 May 2021. The event had an inaugural lecture on
‘Parliament in the Indian Polity’ by Dr. Amar Patnaik, Hon’ble Member
of Parliament. The program continued with other lectures on Legislative
Process, Budgetary Process, and Parliamentary Privileges. The program
had eminent speakers including Hon’ble Members of Parliament, Shri
Jayant Sinha, Chairperson of Standing Committee on Finance, Dr.
Satyapal Singh, Chairperson, Joint Commission on Offices of Profit, and
others. The program concluded with an interactive session with Hon’ble
Members of Parliament, Shri Jairam Ramesh, and Dr. Sasmit Patra.
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RELEVANCE OF PRIDE IN INDIAN PARLIAMENTARY SYSTEM
by Dr. Sasmit Patra, MP, Rajya Sabha & National Spokesperson, Biju Janata Dal

It was a warm September, 2019 afternoon when an officer from PRIDE requested me to take a classroom session
for probationers of some All India services who were undertaking a study tour of the Indian Parliament. Since then
the journey with PRIDE has been immensely satisfying and enriching. In the Indian Parliamentary system, I
strongly believe PRIDE is the window which provides a refreshing and in-depth glimpse of the Parliamentary
Processes and Procedures to the outside world.
It is a perfect melting pot which ensures excellence of interaction and richness of content. Trainees cutting across
Government services and Public Sector Undertakings get a first-hand insight with the help of experienced and
knowledgeable Parliamentarians. The questions and answers, power-packed presentations and sharp deliberations
lead to a wonderful culmination of knowledge-generation and intellect-stimulation. Parliament of India is
perceived as an institution through the lens of televisions and live broadcasts. Some savoury and unsavoury
incidents dominate the mindset and creates stereotypes which could not have been farther than the truth.
With wide ranging discussions across the length and breadth of Parliamentary procedures and rules, the capacity
building sessions truly sensitize the trainees that there is much more than meets the eye. During discussions
through PRIDE workshops, seminars and training sessions, the stereotypes of these trainees drop and new found
reflections about the Indian Parliamentary system emerges. As the country marches forward into the 75th year of
our Independence, the new generations weaned on Youtube and Netflix are the millennials that need proper
engagement and interaction. PRIDE is that platform that helps these budding officers and probationers apart from
professionals as well to delve deeper into the nuances of Indian Parliamentary system and decipher for themselves
what inferences they want to draw that shapes the great and largest democracy of the nation.
PRIDE which was earlier BPST is evolving. Its programmes, modules and orientation formats were challenged
during the COVID pandemic. As all platforms went virtual and online sessions became the new normal. PRIDE
was alive to the change and despite being a strongly ironed Parliamentary wing, had the agility to provide
meaningful deliberations using technology and kept adding to the knowledge pool of the professionals.
I was down with COVID in September, 2020 and had a PRIDE session pre-scheduled. I was in two minds
whether to undertake the PRIDE session as a resource person or pass on the buck, fully understanding that given
the nature of the ailment and the situation of the first wave, people at PRIDE as well as the trainees would
understand. But somewhere the incessant desire and unquenched thirst to swim in the sea of bright minds and
stimulating discussion helped me to tide through a PRIDE session ensconced in my quarantined bedroom and a
burning fever.
I sometimes wonder that if there is no PRIDE then would there be a second institution which would have access to
the Parliamentary structure, resources and Parliamentarians in equal measure and be a lighthouse of knowledge on
Indian Parliamentary procedures to the world? I do not think so. Yes, there are think tanks and foundations but no
one has the kind of in-depth access and proximity in identifying and deploying Parliamentary resources as PRIDE
has.
Therefore, I strongly believe that PRIDE and its relevance is increasing by the day and the good work that it has
done and doing will hold the new generation of trainees to get a ringside view of the Parliament at work and help
them in undertaking their professional and Government responsibilities better. And in the end, I must say though
it would sound cliched that PRIDE is truly a pride for many Parliamentarians like me, who marvel at its scope,
reach and impact.
Disclaimer: This column is introduced to ensure inclusiveness of views and opinions of Hon'ble Members of Parliament
regarding democracy. The views, information, or opinions expressed in this article are solely of the writer and do not
necessarily represent those of Lok Sabha Secretariat.
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ONLINE CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMS
for Parliamentary Committee Secretariats

June, 2021 | New Delhi
A Capacity Building Program for Parliamentary
Committee Secretariats was organized from 7 to 18
June 2021. The program included committeespecific inputs from domain experts on macro
issues/subjects being examined in Financial
Committees and Departmentally Related Standing
Committees serviced by the Lok Sabha Secretariat.
The program was a first of its kind innovative step
to
strengthen
Parliamentary
Committee
Secretariats on the direction of Hon’ble Speaker.
The 10-day online program consisted of 7 days of
Committee Specific Programmes of which the
inaugural addresses were delivered by Hon‘ble
Chairperson(s) and Member(s) of Committees
including Smt Anupriya Patel, Shri Jagdambika
Pal, Shri PP Chaudhary, and Ms. Mahua Moitra.
The main program was followed by three sessions
of one hour each on committee-specific topics by
senior civil servants from the Indian Administrative
Service, Indian Foreign Services as well as Niti
Aayog and domain experts who were drawn from
several premier institutions of repute.

Hon'ble Members of Parliament (from top left) Shri Sudip Bandyopadhyay,
Smt. Anupriya Patel, Ms. Mahua Moitra, and Shri P. P. Chaudhary,
addressing the participants during the program.

PORTRAIT OF THE EDITION
Celebrating portraits adorning the Lok Sabha
Chamber

Shri VithalBhai J. Patel

An acclaimed leader with indomitable
courage, a redoubtable fighter, a man
of tremendous determination, a
leading lawyer, patriot, able politician,
philanthropist and a humanist,
Vithalbhai Patel believed in the spirit
of humanism transcending all barriers
of caste, creed or colour. He was the
first elected President of the Central
Legislative Assembly in 1925 and was

re - elected in 1927. He was instrumental in laying down
well defined rules, regulations, practices and procedures for
the smooth conduct of the business of the House. A bold
defender of the rights and privileges of members, he
succeeded in his efforts of creating a separate office for the
Legislative Assembly, independent of and unconnected
with the Government, in 1928. The portrait, painted by
C.N. Row, was unveiled by the then Speaker of the
Constituent Assembly (Legislative), Shri G.V Mavalankar
on 8 March 1948. The portrait was donated by Shri Mehar
Chand Khanna on behalf of Shri Bombawala. It adorns the
Chamber of the Lok Sabha.
Separately 3 days were dedicated to 'Common Topics for
DRSCs' viz ‘Scrutiny of Budget Papers’, ‘Formulation and
Implementation of Government Policies and Programs, and
others. A total of 88 nominated trainees, 63 from the Lok
Sabha Secretariat and 25 from the Rajya Sabha Secretariat
participated in the program. Besides many Senior Officers
of respective Committee Branches actively participated
during Sessions pertinent to Committees under their
charges. The ten-day-long program concluded on a
positive note. A report compiling the suggestions and
insights provided by the eminent parliamentarians during
the programme was also brought out by PRIDE to benefit
the committee secretariats. The attempt to provide
conceptual clarity and deeper knowledge of the subject and
to connect and engage Members with committee
secretariats was very much appreciated.
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CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY

Hon'ble Members of Parliament addressing participants during the programme of the
celebration of International Yoga Day through online platform. Dr. Ami Desai,
Eminent Instructor, teaching yoga on the occasion.

June, 2021 | New Delhi
International Day of Yoga was celebrated on 21 June
2021 in an online format for the benefit of Hon'ble
Members of Parliament and officers/staff of both Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha Secretariat. The objective of
the program was to raise awareness regarding the
significance of Yoga in the current pandemic situation
and aim to bring health and happiness to all. The
program began with a practical session followed by
lectures on the significance of yoga in today's time.Dr.
Ami Desai, an eminent yoga instructor took the
practical session wherein participants did yoga practice
from their place of stay due to the pandemic situation.
A special address was made by Hon'ble Members of
Parliament, Shri Sumedhanand Saraswati and Sadhvi
Pragya Singh Thakur on the subject. Speakers stressed
the significance of Yoga, particularly meditation, and
its potential benefits on the mental and physical health
of people. The program concluded with a brief lecture
on the Significance of Yoga in Covid and Post-Covid
management by Dr. Ishwar V. Basavaraddi, Director,
Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga. The
program drew good attention and an informative
session that will surely benefit the health and
wellbeing of the participants.

ONLINE WORKSHOP ON “POST COVID CARE PHYSIOLOGICAL
& PSYCHOLOGICAL RECOVERY”
for the benefit of Members of Parliament, their PA/PS, and staff of the Secretariat
May, 2021 | New Delhi
Owing to the widespread pandemic, for medical consultation and rehabilitation
for the recovered persons including Parliamentarians, Secretariat officials, and
staff on issues relating to the Covid 19 pandemic, a workshop on ‘Post Covid
Care - Physiological and Psychological recovery’ was conducted on 28 May
2021. The day-long program included three-panel discussions on salient topics
like ‘Post Covid Symptoms’, ‘Road to Physical/Physiological Recovery’ and
‘Psychological Rehabilitation’ which were conducted through an online medium.
The panelists featured the top medical professionals/practitioners from across the
country who spoke intensively about various post covid complications and
provided rehabilitative measures for those dealing with the same. The participants
were thoroughly consulted and advised medical treatments on how to defeat
covid and build immunity. The session also included discussion on issues focusing
on Mental & emotional health of covid patients, their family members and
community and saw valuable discussion and suggestions to cope from the same.

Eminent panelists addressing on the subject
of the workshop.
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CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM

for officials of Lok Sabha/ Rajya Sabha and State Legislature Secretariats providing Editorial and
Translation Services
May, 2021 | New Delhi
The Secretariat officials from Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha, and State Legislature
were connected online for a Capacity Building Program organised
regularly for Editorial and Translation Services. The three-day-long
program was successfully conducted from 25 to 28 May 2021 where
experienced officials as faculties were invited to enlighten the participants
on various topics relating to Editorial and Translation services. The firstday session began with an introductory briefing which consisted of 3
lecture sessions on topics like Editing of Original Version of Parliamentary
Debates, Preparation of Hindi and English versions, and Preparation of
Synopsis of Proceedings of Lok Sabha. The eminent faculties, in the next
two days, spoke on topics like Translation of - Private Members Bills,
Resolutions, Questions, Parliamentary Papers, Committee Reports, and the
use of computerization and IT tools in Hindi. The lecture session overall
helped the participants gain significant knowledge on the relevant subjects.

Officials of Lok Sabha/ Rajya Sabha and State Legislature
Secretariats, providing Editorial and Translation Services,
attending the online Capacity Building Programme.

APPRECIATION COURSE IN PARLIAMENTARY PROCESSES &
PROCEDURES

for Officer-Trainees of Indian Civil Accounts Service, Indian Defence Accounts Service, Indian Post &
Telecommunication Accounts & Finance Service, and Indian Defence Estates Service

Hon'ble Members of Parliament Dr. Amar Patnaik, and Shri P. P.
Chaudhary addressing the participants attending the Online Appreciation
Course in Parliamentary Processes and Procedures.

Hon'ble Members of Parliament Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, and Shri Pallab
Lochan Das addressing the participants attending the Online Appreciation
Course in Parliamentary Processes and Procedures.

June, 2021 | New Delhi
The Officer-Trainees of Accounts belonging to India Civil
Services, Indian Defense Services, and Indian Post &
Telecommunication Services, including Indian Defence
Estate Services, participated in a three-day-long
Appreciation Course in Parliamentary Processes and
Procedures from 28 to 30 June 2021. The program
witnessed eminent speakers like Hon’ble Members of
Parliament Shri Pallab Lochan Das, Shri N. K.
Premachandran, Dr. Amik Patnaik, Shri P. P. Choudhary,
Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, and others shedding light on
different subjects of discussion.
Day one of the program traditionally began with an
inaugural session on ‘Parliament in Indian Polity’. The
participants attended lectures on a variety of intriguing
subjects including Legislative Processes, Parliamentary
Questions, Budgetary Processes, Parliamentary Committees,
Parliamentary Privileges, and Role & status of Rajya Sabha.
Also, a documentary on the Indian Constitution was played
in between the lectures on day one of the programs. The
course finally concluded with an interactive session by
Hon’ble Member of Parliament Shri K. R. Suresh Reddy.
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HOW BILL BECOMES LAW

understanding passage of Legislative proposal in Parliament
The basic function of Parliament is to make laws. All
legislative proposals have to be brought in the form of
Bills before Parliament. A Bill is a statute in draft and
cannot become law unless it has received the approval of
both the Houses of Parliament and the assent of the
President of India.
The process of law making begins with the introduction
of a Bill in either House of Parliament. A Bill can be
introduced either by a Minister or a member other than a
Minister. In the former case, it is called a Government
Bill and in the latter case, it is known as a Private
Member's Bill.
A Bill undergoes three readings in each House, viz. the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, before it is submitted to
the President for assent.
First Reading
The First Reading refers to (i) motion for leave to
introduce a Bill in the House on the adoption of which
the Bill is introduced; or (ii) in the case of a Bill
originated in and passed by the other House, the laying
on the Table of the House of the Bill, as passed by the
other House.
Second Reading
The Second Reading consists of two stages.The "First
Stage" constitutes discussion on the principles of the Bill
and its provisions generally on any of the following
motions - that the Bill be taken into consideration; or
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee of the
House; or that the Bill be referred to a Joint Committee
of the Houses with the concurrence of the other House;
or that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting
opinion thereon. The "Second Stage" constitutes the
clause by clause consideration of the Bill, as introduced in
the House or as reported by a Select or Joint Committee,
as the case may be.
In the case of a Bill passed by Rajya Sabha and
transmitted to Lok Sabha, it is first laid on the Table of
Lok Sabha by the Secretary-General, Lok Sabha. In this
case the Second Reading refers to the motion (i) that the
Bill, as passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken into
consideration; or (ii) that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee (if the Bill has not already been referred to a
Joint Committee of the Houses).

Third Reading
The Third Reading refers to the discussion on the
motion that the Bill or the Bill, as amended, be passed.
Almost similar procedure is followed in Rajya Sabha
in respect of Bills introduced in that House.
After a Bill has been finally passed by the Houses of
Parliament, it is submitted to the President for his
assent. After a Bill has received the assent of the
President, it becomes the law of the land.
Reference of Bills to Departmentally Related
Standing Committees
The year 1993 ushered in a new era in the history of
Indian Parliament when 17 Departmentally Related
Standing Committees were constituted. The number
of Standing Committees has now been increased from
17 to 24. While 8 Committees work under the
direction of the Chairman, Rajya Sabha, 16
Committees work under the direction of the Speaker,
Lok Sabha.
One of the important functions of these Committees
is to examine such Bills introduced in either House as
are referred to them by the Chairman, Rajya Sabha or
the Speaker, Lok Sabha, as the case may be, and make
report thereon.
The reports of the Standing Committees have
persuasive value. In case the Government accepts any
of the recommendations of the Committee, it may
bring forward official amendments at the
consideration stage of the Bill or may withdraw the
Bill reported by the Standing Committee and bring
forward a new Bill after incorporating the
recommendations of the Standing Committee.
Bills before a Select or a Joint Committee
If a Bill is referred to a Select or a Joint Committee, it
considers the Bill clause-by-clause just as the House
does. Amendments can be moved to the various
clauses by the members of the Committee. After the
report of the Select or Joint Committee has been
presented to the House, the member-in-charge of the
Bill usually moves the motion for consideration of the
Bill, as reported by the Select or Joint Committee, as
the case may be.
Continue reading on page 15
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ONLINE APPRECIATION COURSE IN PARLIAMENTARY
PROCESSES & PROCEDURES
for Graduate Trainees of Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
May, 2021 | New Delhi
An online Appreciation Course was organized for the trainees of
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation in Parliamentary Processes and
Procedures on 6 and 7 May 2021. The program commenced
with an inaugural lecture on ‘Parliament in Indian Polity’ by
Hon’ble Member of Parliament, Shri Rajiv Pratap Ruddy. The
participants witnessed interesting lectures on topics such as
Parliamentary Questions, Procedural Devices to Raise matters of
Public Importance, Legislative Process, and Private Members’ Bill
by Former Member of Parliament Shri P. D. Rai and others. The
program on day one concluded with a gripping lecture on the
Parliament Budgetary Process by Hon’ble Member of Parliament,
Shri Sasmit Patra.
Hon’ble Members of Parliament, Shri Bhupendra Yadav, Shri
Ajay Tamta, Shri Umesh Bhaiyyasaheb Patil and Shri Bhartruhari
Mahtab were among the eminent speakers on day two. The
topics addressed included Parliamentary Privileges, Parliamentary
Committee System, and Role and Status of Rajya Sabha. The
two-day program came to an end with a special lecture on the
topic ‘Wit and Humour in Indian Parliament’. The program was
well received and appreciated by the participants.

KNOW YOUR
CONSTITUTION
1

2

3

4
(1)This gas is filled in the special case in which the original
handwritten copies of the Indian Constitution is preserved.
(2)The Constituent Assembly sat for a total of these many
number of sessions.
(3) The Ideals of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity was adopted
from the Constitution of this country.
(4)In this month of year 1950 the Constitution was legally
enforced.

Hon'ble Members of Parliament Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy and Shri
P.D. Rai addressing the participants.

COVID TASK FORCE
At the onset of the second wave of covid-19 infections across
Delhi, a team of Interns formed a Covid Task Force under
guidance of the secretariat. The overall objective of the initiative
was to provide assistance and support to the patients in distress
who required critical and credible information on a real-time basis.
The nature of the work involved the assimilation of data by
creating a database in an appropriate manner.The database
included information ranging from oxygen procurement to
ambulance services, information of plasma donors, hospital
admissions, home care support, doctor consultations, and relevant
information on vaccination as well as supply of medicines and
tiffin services to covid positive patients. Interns distributed work
among themselves which also included verification of the leads
from time to time and passing on the information to the relevant
sources, and attaining emergency calls from patients as well as
their families who were in distress. The team received excellent
feedback and importantly a new system was in place for any future
contingency operation with other departments of the Parliament
Secretariat in anticipation of the next wave of Covid-19.
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CELEBRATING OUTSTANDING PARLIAMENTARIAN

‘Award for Outstanding Parliamentarian’ instituted by the Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG)
The Indian Parliamentary Group conferred Outstanding
Parliamentarian Awards to five Hon'ble Members of
Parliament for their significant contribution on 1 August,
2018. The awardees included eminent Hon'ble Members
like Shri Bhartruhari Mahatab who had been conferred
the Outstanding Parliamentarian Award for 2017.
Former TMC's Hon'ble Member Shri Dinesh Trivedi
also received the award for 2016 & Recently retired
Leader of Opposition in the Rajya Sabha and Congress
leader Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad received it for 2015.
Announcing the awards for the last five years, IPG
mentioned that former Rajya Sabha Hon'ble Member Dr.
Najma Heptulla received the award for 2013 and Lok
Sabha Hon'ble Member Shri Hukumdev Narayan Yadav
for 2014. The award ceremony was held in the Central
Hall of Parliament on Wednesday evening. Hon’ble
President Shri Ram Nath Kovind conferred the awards.
Hon’ble Vice President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu, Hon’ble
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and then Hon’ble
Speaker Smt. Sumitra Mahajan addressed the gathering.

Hon'ble Members of Parliament Shri Bhartruhari Mahatab, Shri Dinesh Trivedi, Shri
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Shri Hukumdev Narayan Yadav, and Dr. Najma Heptulla
receiving their awards from hands of Ho'ble President, Shri Ram Nath Kovind. Also
seen in pictures Hon’ble Vice President Shri M Venkaiah Naidu, Hon'ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, and the then Hon’ble Speaker Smt. Sumitra Mahajan.

The Indian Parliamentary Group (IPG) organises this
special programme to felicitate the administrative
acumen, deep insight and effective oratory of the
Hon’ble Members of Parliament. The Outstanding
Parliamentarians Award is a recognition conferred
upon the finest parliamentarians for their constructive
and meaningful contribution in the parliamentary
process, upholding the dignity of the House and
setting exemplary precedents. The names were
shortlisted by an award committee headed by the then
Hon’ble Speaker Sumitra Mahajan. The committee
considered different factors including experiences,
debate skills, awareness of issues and the research with
which issues were raised, member's observance of the
rules of procedure, maintenance of dignity, and
contribution in parliamentary committees.

ORIENTATION PROGRAMS
The Orientation Programmes are organized in a way
to promote a deeper and clear understanding of the
role and position of the Parliament as a supreme
legislative body. The objective of the initiative is to
familiarize Hon’ble Members of Parliament with the
mechanism, procedures, Parliamentary traditions, and
etiquettes. This program is meant and is most
beneficial for the members who are elected for the
first time. Parliamentary Research & Training
Institute
for
Democracies
organizes
such
programmes after every General Election. The
program includes a series of interactive sessions on
basic subjects such as ‘Problems faced by new
Members’, ‘Parliamentary committees’, ‘Parliamentary
Questions’ and 'Budgetary Process'. The panelists
include eminent parliamentarians, experts, and senior
parliamentary officials. This provides an opportunity
for the newly elected parliamentarians to exchange
views and ideas with the faculty which helps them to
better understand the working of the Parliament.
Similar Orientation programs for the Members of
state Legislatures are organized in New Delhi or the
respective State Capitals as per the request of the
Legislature.
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PARLIAMENT MUSEUM
The Parliament Museum was first inaugurated on 29
December 1989 by the then Hon’ble Speaker, Shri Rabi
Ray when it was first installed in Parliament House
Annexe. Later the museum was reorganized and moved to
the Sansadiya Gyanpeeth, Parliament Library Building
which was newly inaugurated by the then President of
India, Shri K. R. Narayanan on 7 May 2002. Shri Somnath
Chatterjee, the then Hon’ble Speaker of the Lok Sabha in
2004 envisioned the museum that was built on the
democratic heritage of the country. He thought of a
museum that was high-tech and one that confirms the
international
standards.
Subsequently
renowned
museologist, Dr. Saroj Ghose was invited to conceptualize
the interactive museum which was later inaugurated by the
then President of India Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam on 14
August 2006. The new museum later became operational
for the general public on 5 September 2006.

Glimpses of the Parliament Museum.

'Democratic Heritage' display at the Parliament Museum.

The hi-tech storytelling museum illustrates the democratic
heritage in India by walking through period settings with
sound-video synchronization, large-screen interactive
computers, and immersive multi-screen panoramic
projections, virtual reality, and animatronics. The museum
is also equipped with a conservatory laboratory and a
Resource Centre with a fully computerized textual and
visual information bank.

The tour begins on the ground floor with recreated
archeological
sites
depicting
self-governing
democratic societies that evolved in India through
ages. This is followed by a depiction of the period
setting of the Ashokan age, demonstrating its salient
features in a befitting manner in the next exhibit.
Visitors walk through a period setting with soundlight-video synchronization, depicting the story of
the freedom struggle. Visitors also have an
experience of walking alongside Mahatma Gandhi
in Dandi in March of 1930 in a virtual reality
exhibit. A large screen multimedia projection on
Transfer of Power, with artifacts of that period,
reveals the story of legislative reforms in the
country, starting from the Charter Act of 1833 and
ending with the Indian Independence Act of 1947.
The exhibit on the Constituent Assembly depicts its
Members deliberating on the framing of the
Constitution. Continue reading on page 16
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ONLINE CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM

for the Security Officials / Marshal working in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislature Secretariats
June, 2021 | New Delhi
An online capacity building program was organized for the security
officials working in Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislature
Secretariats, from 1 to 3 June, 2021. The program commenced with an
inaugural lecture on the subject of the latest technological
advancements and threats to Parliament security by IPS Shri Pankaj
Kumar Singh, Special DG, Border Security Force. The program
continued with other interactive sessions on different topics including
organizational behaviour & ethics, terrorism, and phycological
profiling access control. The second day of the program included a
series of informative lectures on different aspects of parliament security.
The final day of the capacity-building program saw eminent
personalities like Shri Satya Narayan Pradhan, Director General,
NDRF, Col. (Dr.) T. S. Sachdeva, Senior Consultant- NDMA, and
others delivering mindful lectures on a variety of subjects including the
conduct of security officers, Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for
security officials, different types of threats, and communication in an
emergency. The program is a regular course organised for inclusive
development of all the stakeholders of the Parliament.

IPS Shri Pankaj Kumar Singh, Special DG, Border
Security Force addressing the participants during the online
Capacity Building Programme.

CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM

on ‘Library Management` for officials serving in Parliament Library and State Legislature Libraries
June/July, 2021 | New Delhi
A three-day Online Capacity Building Programme on Library Management for the officials serving in Parliament
Library and State Legislatures Libraries was organized from 30 June to 2 July 2021. The program begins with a
lecture on competency development for library & information professionals. The program continued with lectures
on innovations, the use and management of e-resources, and the enhancement of libraries using technologies. The
guest faculty include Prof R. L. Raina, Vice Chancellor, JK Lakshmipat University, Prof. Uma Kanjilal, Pro Vice
Chancellor, IGNOU, Dr. Neeraj Kumar Chaurasia, Dy. Librarian, IIT Delhi, Shri D. P. Tripathi, Dy. Librarian,
NIT Jalandhar, Prof. (Dr.) Ramesh Gaur, Dean Academics - IGCNA, Dr. Usha Mujoo Munshi, Chief Librarian,
India International Centre, Dr. M. Madhusudhan, Professor, University of Delhi, Dr. Archana Shukla, Assistant
Professor, IGNOU, and Prof. Pravakar Rath, Department of Library & Information Science, Mizoram University.

ONLINE WORKSHOP

on the writing of APAR (Annual Performance Appraisal Report) for Officers of Lok Sabha Secretariat

Shri Ajit Kumar Sahu, Joint Director, NIIFT,
Bhubaneswar, addressing the participants attending
Online Workshop.

June, 2021 | New Delhi
A Workshop on Writing of APAR (Annual Performance Appraisal Report)
was organized in an online format for the officers of the Lok Sabha
Secretariat on 22 June 2021. The program was a single-day event where
the participants were informed about the rules/instructions related to the
report. The program also saw an informative lecture on software
SPARROW and writing appraisal reports by Shri Ajit Kumar Sahu, Joint
Director, National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), Bhubaneswar.
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HOW BILL BECOMES LAW
A Money Bill or a Financial Bill containing any of the
provisions calculated to make a Bill a Money Bill,
however, cannot be referred to a Joint Committee of
the Houses.
Restriction on introduction of certain categories of
Bills in Rajya Sabha
A Bill may be introduced in either House of Parliament.
However, a Money Bill can not be introduced in Rajya
Sabha.It can only be introduced in Lok Sabha with
prior recommendation of the President for introduction
in Lok Sabha. If any question arises whether a Bill is a
Money Bill or not, the decision of the Speaker thereon
is final.
Rajya Sabha is required to return a Money Bill passed
and transmitted by Lok Sabha within a period of 14
days from the date of its receipt. Rajya Sabha may
return a Money Bill transmitted to it with or without
recommendations. It is open to Lok Sabha to accept or
reject all or any of the recommendations of Rajya
Sabha.
However, if Rajya Sabha does not return a Money Bill
within the prescribed period of 14 days, the Bill is
deemed to have been passed by both Houses of
Parliament at the expiry of the said period of 14 days in
the form in which it was passed by Lok Sabha.
Like Money Bills, Bills which, inter alia, contain
provisions for any of the matters attracting sub-clauses
(a) to (f) of clause (1) of article 110 can also not be
introduced in Rajya Sabha. They can be introduced
only in Lok Sabha on the recommendation of the
President. However, other restrictions in regard to
Money Bills do not apply to such Bills.
Constitution Amendment Bills
The Constitution vests in Parliament the power to
amend the Constitution. Constitution Amendment Bills
can be introduced in eitherHouse of Parliament. While
motions for introduction of Constitution Amendment
Bills are adopted by simple majority , a majority of the
total membership of the House and a majority of not
less than two-thirds of the members present and voting
is required for adoption of effective clauses and motions
for consideration and passing of these Bills.
Constitution Amendment Bills affecting vital issues as
enlisted in the proviso to article 368(2) of the

Constitution after having been passed by the Houses of
Parliament, have also to be ratified by not less than one
half of the State Legislatures.
Joint Sitting
Article 108(1) of the Constitution provides that when a
Bill (other than a Money Bill or a Bill seeking to amend
the Constitution) passed by one House is rejected by
the other House or the Houses have finally disagreed as
to the amendments made in the Bill or more than six
months lapse from the date of the receipt of the Bill by
the other House without the Bill being passed by it, the
President may, unless the Bill has lapsed by reason of
dissolution of Lok Sabha, notify to the Houses by
message, if they are sitting, or by public notification, if
they are not sitting, his intention to summon them to
meet in a Joint Sitting.
The President has made the Houses of Parliament (Joint
Sittings and Communications) Rules in terms of clause
(3) of article 118 of the Constitution to regulate the
procedure with respect to Joint Sitting of Houses.
So far, there have been three occasions when Bills were
considered and passed in a Joint Sittings of the Houses
of Parliament.
Assent to Bills
After a Bill has been passed by both the Houses of
Parliament, it is presented to the President for his assent.
The President may either assent to the Bill, withhold his
assent, or return the Bill, if it is not a Money Bill, with a
message for reconsideration of the Bill, or any specified
provisions thereof, or for considering the desirability of
introducing any such amendments as he may
recommend in his message.
The President may either give or withhold his assent to
a Money Bill. A Money Bill can not be returned to the
House by the President for reconsideration. Also, the
President is bound to give his assent to Constitution
Amendment Bill passed by Parliament by the prescribed
special majority and, where necessary, ratified by the
requisite number of State Legislatures.
Disclaimer: While all efforts have been made to make this database as
authentic as possible, readers are requested to refer to the Gazette copies of
the Acts and Bills for authentic version. Lok Sabha Secretariat shall not be
responsible for any loss to any person caused by any shortcoming,
discrepancy or inaccuracy in the information mentioned here.
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ONLINE CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM

for Officers/Assistants of Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, and State Legislature Secretariats dealing with
Questions, Legislative and Budgetary Processes
June, 2021 | New Delhi
The officers/assistants dealing with Questions, Legislative,
Budgetary Processes, working in the Rajya Sabha, Lok Sabha, and
State Legislature Secretariats were invited to attend the online
Capacity Building Program from 21 to 23 June 2021. Hon’ble
Member of Parliament, Shri Sasmit Patra drew the attention of the
participants with his inaugural lecture on the topic ‘Parliament in
Indian Polity’. The program also included lectures by other eminent
speakers on interesting subjects like Parliamentary Questions,
Parliament in Indian Polity, Legislative Process, Private Members’
Bill, Subordinate Legislation, and Parliamentary Committees.

Resource persons addressing the officers/assistants of Lok Sabha,
Rajya Sabha, and State Legislature Secretariats dealing with
Questions, Legislative and Budgetary Processes.

TWO YEARS OF SEVENTEENTH LOK SABHA
Several innovative measures have been taken to revamp the
research & information support i.e. PRISM, which was
introduced on 23rd January 2021. A historic initiative was
taken during the XVII Lok Sabha to commence
construction of a New Parliament Building on 10th
December 2020. This new building will be equipped with
state-of-the-art technology to meet the demands of our 21st
century Parliamentarians. The Hon'ble Speaker has also
taken up a lot of green initiatives to make it a sustainable
and Eco-friendly Parliament Campus. Capacity Building for
Members of Parliament & other stakeholders is a prerequisite
for enhancement of quality of interventions and debates in
Lok Sabha Under the leadership and directions of Hon'ble
Speaker, Lok Sabha, the Parliament Research and Training
Institute for Democracies (PRIDE) have expanded the array
of programmes and modes of delivery for the benefit of all
stakeholders. Several accomplishments & significant
initiatives are taken up by PRIDE such as the National
Youth Parliament Festival, 2021 was organized for the first
time at the Central Hall of the Parliament House. An online
interactive session with Padma Awardees was held for the
benefit of MPs. Three Internship Programmes were
instituted for young students/youth for enabling them to
gain first-hand experience of Parliament. PRIDE started
facilitating information regarding online courses available
on SWAYAM and Coursera portals which are enriching for
MPs and other stakeholders. PRIDE is now present on social
media platforms to encourage digital exchange with its
participants. Programmes for MPs, PAs and officials from

Foreign Parliaments, Parliamentary Internship
Programme and Study Visits from different
countries customised to their requirements were
organised. To mark National/International Days of
importance, PRIDE conducted a series of Panel
Discussions for International Women's Day from 8
to 12 March 2021 through hybrid mode and
International Day of Sports for Development and
Peace on 6th April 2021. PRIDE organized a
Parliamentary Outreach Programme to connect to
grass root level leadership which is a unique
initiative by Hon’ble Speaker, Shri Om Birla. The
Lok Sabha under the stewardship of Hon'ble
Speaker, Shri Om Birla, in the last two years, has
endeavored to provide all Members with the
comfort and assurance of an enabling environment
that is conducive for free and fair debates and
discussions in a progressive democracy. A series of
initiatives have been taken up in terms of improved
research support, proactive library services, welfare
and housing, prompt medical assistance, etc for the
Members. In addition, digital tools are being
promoted to help bring greater efficiency and
transparency in the functioning of the Lok Sabha.
The slew of measures taken from time to time have
been well-conceived in the face of unprecedented
challenges posed by the Covid-19 pandemic and
going forward, several such initiatives shall be
taken to further strengthen the Parliament.
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REMEMBERING THE ARCHITECT OF INDIAN CONSTITUTION
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar

A jurist, nationalist, visionary scholar, outstanding
constitutional expert, social reformer, a brilliant
parliamentarian, and India’s first law minister,
Babasaheb Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar was born on 14
April 1891 at Mhow in Madhya Pradesh. Popularly
remembered as the Chief Architect of the Indian
Constitution, Babasaheb was posthumously awarded the
Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honour in the year
1990 and is arguably one of the greatest Indians to have
lived in this country.
Babasaheb still stands strong as a symbol of the struggle
for social justice. Throughout his life, he led a number
of social movements to ensure human rights to the
oppressed as well as the depressed sections of society. He
fought for establishing a society that is ‘equal for all’ and
one that goes beyond caste, creed, and religion.
He was first enrolled in Elphinstone College, Bombay
where he completed his graduation. Subsequently, he
completed his master’s in Economics & Sociology and
was later honoured with a Doctorate in Philosophy on
the thesis titled ‘The National Dividend of India - A
historical and analytical study in 1916. He then joined
the London School of Economics and Political Science
and Cambridge University to pursue further studies.
Babasaheb was also enrolled at Gray’s Inn as he
completed his bar-at-law degree in the year 1923. He
later returned to India to begin his legal practice from
1924 onwards. Throughout his early years, he was
highly disturbed by the ill-treatment and discrimination
against people from lower castes. Also, he himself had
experienced the same on several occasions. Thus, a sense
of rebellion had been born inside him since his
childhood and he was vehemently against the practice
of ‘untouchability. He launched Mooknayak (The
Leader of the Mute), his first journalistic venture in
1920, and the ‘Bahishkrit Hitakarini Sabha’ in 1924
following his quest to ensure social justice for the
depressed classes.
He was nominated member of the Bombay Legislative
Council which he served for eight years and thus began
his political journey and his march towards leadership in
India’s nationalist and freedom movement. The
contributions of Dr. Ambedkar during the freedom

Dr. Bhim Rao Ambedkar

struggle at the national as well as international level
began with his participation in the Three Round Table
Conferences from 1930 to 1932 as a delegate of the
oppressed classes.
His role was instrumental in the ‘POONA PACT’
which was signed on 24th September 1932. This pact
can be considered as a major milestone and an initial
step on affirmative action in the Indian context as it
gave the depressed classes reserved seats in provincial
and central legislative councils. Babasaheb formed the
All India Scheduled Castes Federation in April 1942
with the sole purpose of the welfare of the backward
class of people.
Post-independence, Ambedkar was nominated to the
Constituent Assembly in 1947 and was later appointed
Law Minister in the Nehru Cabinet. On 29th August
1947, the Constituent Assembly appointed a Drafting
Committee with Ambedkar as Chairman. He was the
brainchild behind the preamble of our constitution, a
source from which the entire document derives its
authority. He advocated the parliamentary form of
government for a democratic India. Over the years, he
played a key role in bringing several key legislations
during his tenure in the Parliament.
He was a prolific writer and one of his notable books is
titled ‘Annihilation of Caste’ which is a must-read for
every Indian. As a mark of respect and honor, in the
outer lawns adjoining the Lok Sabha Marg stands a
3.66-meter high bronze statue of Dr. Bhim Rao
Ambedkar. The sculpture cherishes his exceptional
contribution to our country and will continue to do so
in years to come.
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PARLIAMENT MUSEUM
The involvement of people in the democratic process has also
been shown by recreating a polling station, a vote-counting
center, and a short video presentation on the electoral
process. Recreated settings of the chambers of Rajya Sabha
and Lok Sabha can be found on entering the Mezzanine
Floor of the Museum. Visitors can have a feel of the
proceedings of the two houses through computer interactive
modules. A recreated Central Hall of Parliament House
presents animatronics of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru delivering
his historic ‘Tryst with Destiny’ speech on the midnight hour
of Independence. Visitors have the privilege of taking their
seats alongside national leaders of that time.The evolution of
the Parliament Complex from the early sketches of Edwin
Lutyens to those of the present-day, along with the visuals of
various state Legislative Assemblies of India and Parliaments
of the world, are projected through computerized multimedia
devices in another exhibit. The Museum displays the portraits
of national leaders unveiled in the Central Hall from time to
time, apart from the rare collection of artifacts and souvenirs
received from foreign countries.
Apart from the general visitors, school children, high
constitutional dignitaries, foreign diplomats, and other
eminent personalities visit museums on a regular basis. For
the convenience of visually challenged visitors, the
democratic heritage has been inscribed in Braille at different
places in the museum. Also, the interactive website of the
Parliament Museum provides an opportunity for a virtual
tour of the museum. The Museum is generally open to the
public and can be accessed from Pt. Pant Marg at the
reception of Parliament Library Building.

INTERESTING FACT
A Children’s Corner was set-up on 21 August, 2007 in the
Parliament Library Building, under an initiative taken by the
then Lok Sabha Speaker Shri Somnath Chatterjee. It aims at
inculcating the reading habit amongst children between 8-17
years
of
age,
particularly
those
of
under
privileged/marginalized sections of the society by providing
them easy access to the vast resources of Parliament Library.
Decorated in a befitting manner, the Children’s Corner has in
its holdings about 2400 books in English, 1600 in Hindi and
100 books in regional languages besides a number of CDs
and DVDs pertaining to different subjects.

WEBCAST

Prominent programmes are streamed live and also
their recordings are available on the dedicated
webcast

portal.

Kindly

visit

the

website

webcast.gov.in/parliament for more information.
Click on the image above to visit the website.

IMPORTANT DATES
July 17 - World Day for International Justice
July 28 - World Hepatitis Day
August 12 - International Youth Day
August 15 - India Independence Day
August 19 - World Humanitarian Day
August 29 - National Sports Day
September 5 - Teacher’s Day
September 5 - Sanskrit Day
September 8 - International Literacy Day
September 14 - Hindi Diwas
September 15 - International Day of Democracy
September 15 - Engineers Day
September 16 - World Ozone Day
September 21 - Day for Peace & Non - Violence
September 25 - World Rivers Day
September 27 - World Tourism Day
September 30 - International Translation Day

SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow PRIDE on Twitter @Loksabha_PRIDE
Find PRIDE on Facebook @Loksabha.PRIDE
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MOMENTS OF THE EDITION

Shri Jayant Sinha
Hon'ble Member of Parliament

Dr. Sunita Godara (extreme left), Former Indian Marathon Runner
and Shri Vipin Chaudhary (extreme right), Mountaineer

Dr. Sasmit Patra
Hon'ble Member of Parliament

Smt. Seema Dhaka
Assistant Sub Inspector, Delhi Police

Prof. R. L. Raina
Vice Chancellor, JK Lakshmipat University

Ms. Joshna Chinappa
Indian Squash Player

Smt. Arunima Sinha
First female amputee to climb Everest in the world

Shri Jagdambika Pal
Hon'ble Member of Parliament

Shri J. S. Mukul, IFS
Dean, Sushma Swaraj Institute of Foreign Service
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GLIMPSES OF THE PAST

EDITORIAL BOARD
Dear Readers,
This newsletter has been compiled under
the guidance and supervision of
Dr. Seema Kaul Singh
Director, PRIDE, Lok Sabha Secretariat.
The content of the newsletter has been
contributed and put together by the interns
selected under the LSTPIRD 2021 and are
part of Editorial team,

Smt. Kavitha Kalvakuntla, Hon’ble Member of Parliament, giving certificates to one
of the participants attending the 34th Parliamentary Internship Programme for Foreign Parliamentary
Officials, at the Valedictory Function on 31 August 2018.

Shri Mayur Patil
Editor-in-chief
Ms. Aprajita Upadhyay
Editor
Shri Ashutosh Patil
Editor
Shri Hrishikesh Kommula
Editor

A group of Officer Trainees of the Indian Foreign Service(IFS) and Officer Trainees
from Royal Government of Bhutan, attending the Appreciation Course in Parliamentary Processes and Procedures,
seen in the Parliament Museum on 18 May 2018.

A group of Nigerian Diplomats attending Special Course at the Foreign Service
Institute (FSI), MEA, New Delhi, who came on a Study Visit to Parliament, seen near
the BPST‘s Gate on 8 August 2018.

Ms. Niharika Randhawa
Editor

Participants attending the 34th Parliamentary Internship Programme for
Foreign Parliamentary Officials and officers seen in the in PRIDE Lecture
Hall-A, Parliament Library Building on 13 August 2018.

